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Edgewood High School Announces Kevin Rea as New President
Current President Mike Elliott to retire after nine successful years of service

MADISON (WI) – The Edgewood High School Board of Directors announced today that Kevin Rea, a highly regarded

and respected Catholic school administrator from Rhode Island, will be filling the president role currently held by Mike

Elliott. Elliott announced his retirement last October after nine years of service in the school’s top leadership position.

Mr. Rea will begin his role on July 1.

“I feel deeply honored and thrilled that I will be joining the Edgewood High School community as President at such an

exciting time in its history,” Rea said. “I loved every moment of the interview process and my visit to Edgewood. I look

forward to working with the Board, Principal Jerry Zander and all the faculty and staff of Edgewood to continue the

leadership, dedication and commitment demonstrated by Mike Elliott during his tenure as President.”

Most recently, Mr. Rea served as President of Wyoming Seminary School from 2015-21 before returning to Rhode

Island for family reasons. Prior to that, he was assistant head of school at Hackley School in Tarrytown, NY and has

also served in various education and administration roles in the United Kingdom.

Marykay Zimbrick, Board Chair and a member of the President Search Committee noted the high caliber of

candidates the committee met during the process. “We feel very fortunate to have had so many qualified and

impressive candidates during this thorough search process,” Zimbrick stated. “We are extremely grateful to our

search committee and to all members of the Edgewood community who participated in the search to find the best

match for our next president.”

“We are confident Kevin will be an excellent fit for our Edgewood community,” Zimbrick said. “He is well-positioned to

help us build on the strong foundation that Mike Elliott and previous presidents as well as our Dominican Sisters of

Sinsinawa sponsors, faculty, staff, students and families have built throughout Edgewood’s history.”

Mike Elliott, a 1977 graduate of Edgewood, has served as president of the school since 2013. His wife, Sue, and

three daughters were also alumnae of the high school. “Edgewood has played a significant role in my life and in the

lives of my family,” Elliott said. “It has been my great honor and privilege to serve as Edgewood’s president for the

past nine years.”
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“Together, we have addressed many challenges and celebrated many milestones and I’m so proud of where

Edgewood is headed,” explained Elliott. “I’m confident Kevin, in partnership with the entire Edgewood community,

including our generous donors and alumni, will continue the beloved Edgewood tradition and make the Edgewood

experience even better. Go Crusaders!”

Rea — a Rhode Island native with family ties to the Midwest — will be moving to Madison with his wife, Jennifer and

two of their children, Oliver and Imogen, and mother-in-law, Jennie, in anticipation of beginning at Edgewood July 1.

A third child, Stella, will remain in her pre-professional ballet program in Pennsylvania.

“Each of us is excited about different things about Madison – fish fries, the lakes, the many attractions like Olbrich

Gardens and the Arboretum, to name a few,” Rea noted. “For me, I think it’s going to be a great fit because Madison

and I are a lot alike: forward thinking, globally aware and down to earth. I also cherish tradition, great stories and my

Catholic faith.”

When asked what he most looks forward to about his new role, Rea commented, “I look forward to bringing to the

Edgewood community my belief that schools are the most powerful means of transforming individuals, communities

and the world for the better. Everyone I met during my interview process and visit showed me they shared this faith in

the power of Edgewood to do just that. I look forward to the teamwork and to crafting a bold future for Edgewood

together.”

Jerry Zander, who joined Edgewood as principal last summer, is already seeing opportunities for he and Rea to work

together to expand the school’s reach and offerings. “I am excited to partner with Kevin to continue to evolve

Edgewood to meet the changing needs of students and prepare them for successful lives,” Zander said. “Strong

leadership, a supportive community, and a holistic approach to education – all built on the Dominican Sisters of

Sinsinawa values of truth, compassion, justice, partnership and community – it’s the perfect recipe for student

success!”

Rea earned his BA in English with Distinction from Providence College (sponsored by the Dominican Order of

Preachers) and attended Blackfriars, Oxford in England (also Dominican-sponsored) where he received a second

B.A. and M.A. in English Language and Literature at the University of Oxford. He also earned a subsequent M.A. with

Distinction in Cultural and Critical Studies at Birbeck College, University of London. He’s currently pursuing a

Certificate in Advanced Educational Leadership (CAEL) from the Harvard Graduate School of Education.

Edgewood is a Catholic high school whose mission is to educate the whole student for a life of learning, service and

personal responsibility through a rigorous academic curriculum that embraces the Sinsinawa Dominican values of

Truth, Compassion, Justice, Partnership and Community.
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About Edgewood High School

Edgewood is a Catholic co-educational high school founded in 1881 by the Congregation of the Dominican Sisters of

Sinsinawa. Edgewood educates the whole student for a lifetime of learning, service and personal responsibility

through a rigorous curriculum. Enrollment is open to students regardless of educational or religious background. The

curriculum offers a modified modular system of class scheduling that provides flexibility and promotes independent

learning.

As a private, inclusive, Catholic school in the Sinsinawa Dominican educational tradition, Edgewood provides a

college preparatory curriculum steeped in faith and values, and co-curricular activities to satisfy every student’s

interests. We aspire to provide an exceptional high school experience in an inclusive community where every student

is inspired to study, reflect, and take action in pursuit of a purposeful life.  

The high school lies on the shores of Lake Wingra alongside its sister elementary school and college.

Values We Embrace as a Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa-Sponsored School:

● Truth - that which conforms to reality or fact

● Compassion - Mercy, empathy with another’s suffering

● Justice - Behavior which recognizes the rights and responsibilities of all God’s creation

● Community - A manner of relating based on our recognition of the interdependence of all nature

● Partnership - A mutual relationship of mature persons who recognize their shared call to actions of justice

and love

Notes to Editors:

● Nature of the school: Private, co-ed inclusive, Catholic school in the Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa

educational tradition 

● Year of inception: 1881

● Current enrollment: 529 students

● Number of middle schools from which students come to Edgewood: 70

● Religious composition: 71% Catholic, 13% Christian, 16% Other

● Racial/Ethnic composition: 76% White, 8% Hispanic or Latino, 5% Two or more races, 4% Black or African

American, 4% Asian, 1% Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, 1% Native American or Alaska Native, 1%

Other

● Average teacher to student ratio: approximately 1:10

● Average number of graduates directly entering post-secondary education: 95%

● Service hours logged by each graduating class: 25,000+


